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Michael McKnight Receives Citizen Of The Year Award from Oldsmar Chamber of Commerce
Oldsmar, FL (June 3, 2011) — The Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce (UTBCC) annual awards luncheon was held on Wednesday, May 11, at Tampa Bay Downs. Michael McKnight, the Chairman of Oldsmar Cares, was presented with the Oldsmar Citizen of the Year award by Jerry Custin; UTBCC President/CEO presented the award.
This award is given to an outstanding citizen who has contributed significantly to the community quality of life through their involvement in charity, youth, educational, patriotic or religious activities. Sandie Grimes, UTBCC Board Member said, “To help others may be in our DNA but to organize and focus that assistance takes leadership.”


Michael McKnight working with Oldsmar Cares since 2000 and Chairman since

2009, works tirelessly to organize food drives with local schools, Boy Scouts and neighborhood organizations. He speaks to businesses requesting their aid and support and is a member of the committee that organized the Oldsmar Cares First Annual International Wine & Food Gala which raised over $30,000 for families in the greater Oldsmar area. 
Michael McKnight is also a full-time employee at The Nielsen Company, also located in Oldsmar. Recognizing Mike’s dedication to the community, The Nielsen Company made a $500 donation to Oldsmar Cares. “The work you have done with Oldsmar Cares is exemplary,” said Amy Rettig, Public Affairs, The Nielsen Company. “I am proud to know you and certainly proud to call you my colleague here at Nielsen. You truly have "taken the lead" by providing assistance to neighbors in need.”
About Oldsmar Cares Second Annual Gala: Next year’s Gala will be held on February 9th, 2012 at the East Lake Woodlands Country Club. “We are already planning next year’s event,” said David Wallace, Oldsmar Cares Gala event co-chair. “The volunteer committee was so pleased with the success that the momentum has spilled over into next year's planning. We look forward to coming together as a community for what many are calling the social event of the year.” 

For more information, please visit http://www.oldsmarcares.org/Gala.html. To connect with the online community, simply join the “Oldsmar Care Gala” Facebook Fan Page to view a photo slideshow from the event.
About Oldsmar Cares: Oldsmar Cares is a 5.01(c)(3) all volunteer organization with a mission to provide stop gap rent and utility assistance, a food pantry, and a clothes closet, all at no cost, to those in need in the greater Oldsmar area.   
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